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appeared to lose the quality of imagination which he
displayed to so great advantage in business. No one
in Egypt had a keener eye for any commercial pro-
position which offered profitable possibilities. He
planned vast undertakings, from the construction of
railways across the desert to rebuilding entire quarters
in Cairo. It was when his mind passed from con-
ception to execution that he lost his natural shrewdness.
To save a few piastres he made use of incompetent
and dishonest agents. He was cheated abominably, and
when war broke out was nearly at the end of his liquid
resources. From a business point of view, indeed,
the War was a godsend to Abbas Hilmi Pasha. The
Official Receiver took over and administered hence-
forth the Khedive's various properties, to the great
advantage of their owner. Though His Highness
was strangely unreliable, he himself was the most
unsuspicious of men towards those who proclaimed
themselves to be his loyal servants: and some part of
the unhappy relations which existed between him and
the representatives of Great Britain was due to the
childlike faith which he reposed in the fidelity of his
own suite. He was victimized frequently by his most
trusted adherents.1
1 The Khedive was cheated by every one ; even by servants he
trusted most. Before setting out upon the Sacred Pilgrimage he sent
an advance party to Jedda to hire the necessary number of camels.
Abbas Hilmi was amazed at the extortionate prices asked : but the
explanation given, that the rates had gone up once owners learnt that
the animals were required for the Khedive of Egypt, partially con-
tented him. While bumping across the desert on his camel. His
Highness, always on the look-out for scraps of information, tried
vainly to get the fellow leading the animal to talk. Losing patience
he exclaimed at last, * You're a sulky person. Here am I, because
I am the Khedive of Egypt, paying twice as much as the ordinary
pilgrim for each camel, and you won't answer as much as a " Yes "
or a " No " to any of my questions/ * Twice as much !' shouted back
the driver. * Nothing of the sort. I get only half the usual price.
The Bey who hired the camels said the Khedive wouldn't pay a piastre
more.' The advance party, presumably, had pocketed the difference.

